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common than violent street crimes, much to the surprise of those who are influenced by 
media accounts of unlawful incidents (see Figure 1.4). A consistent finding is that motor 
vehicle theft is the least common form of property crime and property theft is the most com-
mon form of property crime in the United States. Additional information on property crime 
is presented in Chapter 2.

Figure 1.3  n  Rate of Nonfatal Firearm Victimizations, 2014

0

0.5

R
a
te

 p
e
r 

1,
00

0

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

2.1 2.2

1.5 1.6 1.6
1.8 1.8

1.3

1.7

2.5

Estimates of nonfatal firearm victimization rates per 1,000 people are relatively stable year to year. 
What may account for the general stability in rates?

Source: Adapted from Table 2 in Criminal Victimization 2014. Jennifer L. Truman & Lynn Langton. September 2015. U.S. 
Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Figure 1.4  n  Count of Violent and Property Crimes in the United States, 2014

0

5

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

V
ic

ti
m

iz
a
ti

o
n

s
O

cc
u

rr
e
n

ce
s

10

15

20

25

Total
violent
crime

5,359,570

15,288,470

2,993,480

534,370

11,760,620

Total
property
crime

Burglary Motor
vehicle
theft

Property
theft

Do you find it surprising that there are far fewer violent crimes than property crimes in the United 
States? What may influence people to believe that violent crime is so much more common?

Source: Adapted from Tables 1 and 3 in Criminal Victimization 2014. Jennifer L. Truman and Lynn Langton. September 2014. 
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.


